case of tithe? One’s body has been rendered invalid for eating 
food in the status of tithe [but one may touch it with one’s hand, 
which is a separate category].” 


[F] Now how [are you going to leave matters|? Are you going to 
maintain that when you say, “Tithe requires washing of hands,” 
you deal with one who wants to eat such food, and when you say, 
“Tithe does not require washing of hands,” you speak of one who 
merely wishes to touch it? Are not wanting to eat it and wanting to 
touch it going to be subject to one and the same law? 


[G] [But the hand washing is required in order to make] the washing of 
hands a habit, [so that when one eats heave-offering, he will have 
washed his hands automatically]. 


[H] And have we not learned that it is heave-offering [that is under 
discussion]? And in the case of heave-offering, is the issue of 
making the washing of hands a habit relevant? 


[I] [But what we deal with is] unconsecrated food that has been 
prepared in accord with the rules of cleanness governing Holy 
Things. [We deal with a person who eats all of his food as if it 
were in the status of Holy Things, and that is the case even with 
totally unconsecrated food.] 


[J] Now is not unconsecrated food prepared according to the rules 
governing Holy Things still in fact unconsecrated food? 


[K] Interpret the matter in accord with one of the following: Either 
R. Simeon b. Eleazar, or R. Eleazar b. R. Sadoq. 


[L] Either in accord with R. Simeon b. Eleazar, for it has been 
taught: R. Simeon b. Eleazar says in the name of R. Meir, 
“Hands are held to be in the first remove as to unconsecrated 
food, and in the second remove as to heave-offering.” 


[M] Or in accord with R. Eleazar b. R. Sadoq, for we have learned 
there: Unconsecrated food that is prepared in accord with 
the rules pertaining to Holy Things — lo, this is like 
unconsecrated food. R. Eleazar b. R. Sadoq says, “Lo, it is 
in the status of heave-offering conveying uncleanness at two 
removes and rendering [heave-offering] unfit at one further 
remove” [M. Toh. 2:8B-D]. 


[II:1 A] And for eating food in the status of Holy Things, they wholly 
immerse [the entire body] [M. 2:5B]: 


